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What different modes of transportation and communication have been made possible 

in just the end of the 20th century and into the 21st? you are living in another 

important era. This is really called the Space Age. How does space for instance, have 

any bearing on communication and travel? Write a paper, about 800 words, explaining 

this.  

 

Many historians agree that transportation began with the canoe. Today, 

transportation has evolved to be something far greater than anyone a decade before could 

ever imagine. In the modern day, we are living through an extremely technologically 

advanced space age. When the telephone was created, it took it 75 years to gather 50 

million users. Television took 13 years to gather the same number of users. The internet 

took a startling 4 years, and the mobile game Angry Birds took an astonishing 35 days to 

gather 50 million users. No one can deny that our world of communication and 

transportation has grown exponentially over the past decades.  

 Today’s world has come far from the horse and buggy used up to the late 17th 

century. In our modern age, anyone can hail a taxy with the click of a few buttons on 

their smart phones. Driverless cars are very nearly a reality, and space travel has almost 

become routine. Companies are investigating the possibility of eliminating the delivery 

personnel and replacing them with autonomous robots and drones. The military has never 

before seen the level of technological advancements as today.  

Beginning with the Kennedy administration, space travel has grown by leaps and 

bounds. During his presidential administration, Kennedy associated the space race with 

national pride of the people in order to unite the country together to send a man to the 



moon. Many rocket tests proceeded and countless inventions where created in order to 

keep a man alive in the hostile vacuum we call space. As time went on, other countries 

began to join in what would be called the Space Race. The united states became locked in 

a race to space with their future cold war rival, Russia. As the space race continued to 

evolve, the Russians beat the united states in several key factors. First, they were the first 

to send a live satellite into space. Although it was only the size of a basketball, it was 

enough to worry the American nation. Amping up their game, the united states continued 

their tests, only to learn that Russia had launched the first human into space. The united 

states followed shortly after, sending their first manned mission into orbit. The real plan 

was to send a man to the moon. Eventually the united states succeeded to land a man on 

the moon along with a rover and several other tools.   

 Thanks to this one endeavor, countless inventions have been created which have 

benefited humanity in many, many ways. Several of the original products created by 

NASA for the space race include: memory foam, freeze-dried food, firefighting 

equipment, emergency “space blankets,” portable vacuums, cochlear implants, fiberglass 

insulation, ribbed swimsuits, advanced water filters, scratch resistant lenses, workout 

machines, solar energy, smoke detectors, and better software and hardware.  

 It is possible that computers benefited the most from the space age. The IT that 

NASA used was pretty basic by today’s standards. Despite the fact that their computers 

where not much faster than an expensive pocket calculator, these ingenious computer 

systems were able to guide astronauts across over nearly 240,000 miles of empty space, 

and return them safely home. Some of the computers aboard the Apollo 11 capsule which 

controlled the guidance systems had approximately 64 kilobytes of memory and operated 



at 0.043 MHz, a far cry from today’s computers which operate with up to 16 gigabytes of 

memory and up to 4.4 GHz processor speed. It is an incredible thought that a USB 

memory stick is more powerful than the computers that put a man on the moon.  

Another invention which is engrained into our modern culture is the internet. Believe it or 

not, it all began with a satellite. When the Soviet Union launched Sputnik, the Americans 

were shocked by the news. President Eisenhower authorized the development of a system 

called ARPANET, a system which joined together four computers running four different 

operating systems together using the first network. Today, people carry around a tiny 

device which is connected to the bank of human knowledge. In only a decade in a half, 

devices have evolved from a novelty to a modern commodity.  

 The cameras used` in the 50’s had only about 2 megapixels. Today, smartphones 

have cameras that can capture pictures in 15 megapixels. Thanks to the incredible 

inventions brought on in the last century, our lives have been incredibly aided and 

augmented through the evolution of technology. Never before have we seen this much 

tech so fast. As humans, it is our responsibility to not allow it to divide us. Unfortunately, 

technology has the power to make or break society, and unfortunately it is breaking the 

unity of many families and even entire nations. Social media is de-socializing our 

communities and our nation. Hiding behind a screen makes it easy to insult or degrade 

people and their opinions. If left to our own devices, humanity as we know it would 

eventually destroy itself. Thankfully, God has a plan to save us from ourselves. 


